
Upper School Curriculum Areas
2023/24



  Grades 9 and/or 10 Courses      ZIS and/or AP Courses      IB Courses      Electives

ZIS Upper School Curriculum Areas 2023/24   |   2© ZIS Updated 2023.02.10

Visual Arts

Creative Arts Curriculum Area – 
Visual Arts

Studio Art

G
ra

de
 9

G
ra

de
 10

G
ra

de
s 

11
–1

2

IB Visual Arts SL/HL
(2-year course)

IB Design Technology
SL/HL

(2-year course;
science credit)

or
ZIS and IB Diploma Pathway ZIS Diploma Pathway with ZIS and AP Courses

AP 2-D Art & Design              
Can be taken as a  
1 or 2-year course 

(pre-requisite 
Digital Photography  
or Graphic Design)

AP 3-D Art & Design                
Can be taken as a  
1 or 2-year course 

(pre-requisite 
Studio Art)

AP Drawing
Can be taken as a  
1 or 2-year course 

(pre-requisite  
Studio Art)

Design
Technology II

Studio Art

Digital
Photography

Digital
Graphic Design

or or Digital
Photography

Digital 
Graphic Designor

IB Visual Arts SL/HL
(2-year course)

Foundation Art
and Design or Design Technology I

Grades 9/10

Design Technology I
Grades 9/10
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ZIS and IB  
Diploma Pathway

ZIS Diploma Pathway  
with ZIS and AP 

Courses

Creative Arts Curriculum Area – 
Music and Theater

Theater

IB Theater SL/HL
2-year course

Essential Theater

Essential Theater

Acting and Directing

G
ra

de
 9

G
ra

de
 10

G
ra

de
s 

11
–1

2
G

ra
de

s 
9–

12

Music Performance  
Based Classes  
Grades 9–12

May be repeated
String Orchestra

Concert Band

Vocal & Choral Music

Music

ZIS and IB  
Diploma Pathway

ZIS Diploma Pathway  
with ZIS and AP 

Courses

Creative Music

Music Studio ICreative Music

IB Music SL/HL
2-year course

Music Studio I / II / III

AP Music Theory

Creative Music

IB Music SL/HL
2-year course

Essential Theater

Acting and Directing

IB Theater SL/HL
2-year course

or or

AP Music Theory

Actors’ Workshop
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English Curriculum Area

English 9

English Research and Composition
in addition to English 10;

May be taken as AP Seminar
English 10

English Literature
(1-year course)

Required in Grade 11 or 12;
May be taken as AP English Literature

English Language
(1-year course)

May be taken as AP English Language

English Research & Composition
(1-year course)

May be taken as AP Seminar;
May be repeated as AP Research 

English

G
ra

de
 9

G
ra

de
 10

G
ra

de
s 

11
–1

2
G

ra
de

s 
9–

12

IB English A
Language and Literature SL/HL

(2-year course)

IB English A
Literature SL/HL
(2-year course)

Broadcast Journalism
Taken in addition to English credit course;

May be taken more than once

or
ZIS and IB Diploma Pathway ZIS Diploma Pathway with ZIS and AP 

Courses
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Mathematics Curriculum Area

Mathematics

Integrated Math 1A Integrated Math 1B Integrated Math 1C

IB Math
Analysis HL

(2-year course)

IB Math
Analysis SL

(2-year course)

IB Math 
Applications SL
(2-year course)

AP Calculus AB
(1-year course)

PreCalculus
(1-year course)

Integrated Math 3C
(1-year course)

IB Math  
Applications HL
(2-year course)

IB Math  
Applications SL
(2-year course)

AP Calculus BC
(1-year course)

AP Calculus AB
(1-year course)

Personal Finance
(1-year course)

Personal Finance
(1-year course)

(AP) Statistics
(1-year course)

Personal Finance
(1-year course)

Discrete 
Mathematics

(1-year course)

(AP) Statistics
(1-year course)

(AP) Statistics
(1-year course)

Integrated Math 2A Integrated Math 2B Integrated Math 2C

G
ra

de
 9

G
ra

de
 10

G
ra

de
s 

11
–1

2

or

or

or

or

ZIS and IB Diploma 
Pathway

ZIS Diploma Pathway 
with ZIS and AP 

Coursesor

ZIS and IB Diploma 
Pathway

ZIS Diploma Pathway 
with ZIS and AP 

Coursesor

ZIS and IB Diploma
Pathway

ZIS Diploma Pathway
with ZIS and AP Coursesor

AP Calculus AB/BC
(1-year course)
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Physical Education Curriculum Area

Physical Education/Health 9

Physical Education

G
ra

de
 9

G
ra

de
 10 Physical Education

and Wellness 10
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Science Curriculum Area

Science

G
ra

de
 9

G
ra

de
 10

Coordinated Science I

IB Biology SL/HL
(2-year course)

IB Chemistry SL/HL
(2-year course)

IB Environmental  
Systems and Societies SL

(2-year course)

IB Physics SL/HL
(2-year course)

IB Design Technology
SL/HL

(2-year course)

G
ra

de
s 

11
–1

2

ZIS and IB Diploma Pathway
or

or
AP Physics 1
(with teacher

recommendation)

Honors Biology and 
Chemistry

(with teacher
recommendation)

andCoordinated Science II

ZIS Diploma Pathway with ZIS and AP Courses

AP Physics 2

AP Computer  
Science A

AP Physics 1

Advanced Computer 
Science

Sports Science
(2023/24)

(Semester or  
year course)

AP Computer  
Science Principles

AP Biology

AP Chemistry

Honors Biology
(1-semester course)

Honors Chemistry
(1-semester course)

G
ra

de
s 

9–
10

Students may take an additional science course as one of their elective courses:

AP Physics 1
Grade 10

Honors Biology
Grade 10

(1-semester course)

Honors Chemistry
Grade 10

(1-semester course)

AP Computer
Science A
Grade 10

AP Computer Science 
Principles

Grades 9/10

Design Technology II
(1-year course)

IB Environmental  
Systems and  
Societies SL

(2-year course)

IB Design Technology
SL/HL

(2-year course)

Sports Science
(2023/24)

Grade 10; semester or year
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Contemporary History
(Semester or year course)

Social Studies Curriculum Area

Social Studies

G
ra

de
 9

G
ra

de
 10

G
ra

de
s 

11
–1

2

History I

or AP World HistoryHistory II

IB Psychology SL/HL
(2-year course)

IB Economics SL/HL
(2-year course)

IB Geography SL/HL
(2-year course)

IB History SL/HL
(2-year course)

AP European History

or
ZIS and IB Diploma Pathway ZIS Diploma Pathway with ZIS and AP 

Courses

G
ra

de
 10

AP Human Geography

AP World History

AP Economics

AP Psychology

AP Art History (2023/24)

AP Art History (2023/24)
(1-year course)

AP World History
(1-year course)
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World Language Curriculum Area

A1

Language Acquisition up to B2

A2

IB Language B SL (B2)
(2-year course)

IB French ab initio (B1.1)
(2-year course)

B1.1

B1.2 IB Language B HL (B2+)
(2-year course)

IB Spanish ab initio (B1.1)
(2-year course)

IB German ab initio (B1.1)
(2-year course)

G
ra

de
s 

9–
12

G
ra

de
s 

11
–1

2
G

ra
de

s 
11

–1
2

Acquired Fluency B2

IB Language A SL 
(2-year course)

German 11/12
for fluent speakers

B2.1 / AP

German
B2.2

Fluent I and II
French, Spanish,

German IB Language A HL 
(2-year course)G

ra
de

s 
9–

10

or

or

Pathway depends on point of entry


